
  

 

Autumn warrants additional awareness 

By Brian Best 
Naval Safety Command 
 
Over the past three fiscal years, the Navy and Marine 
Corps have sadly lost many riders. Both services are 
suffering an upward trend with an average of 15 Sailors 
per year for the Navy and an average of  nine Marines 
per year for the Marine Corps. See Figures 1 and 2.  

Both services show a spike from FY 2020 to FY 2021, 
which could be a result of many factors including 
COVID-19 and the increase in teleworking. In 2020, fewer 
PMV-2 riders and PMV-4 drivers were on the road  than in 
2021. Then the “inexperienced” riders and drivers returned 
to work, which may have led to increased fatalities. Now 
summer has drawn to an end and autumn is here; the new 
school year has commenced.  

Additional situational awareness is needed during this 
time of the year. There will be more children walking and 
playing in the streets, especially early mornings walking to 
and from bus stops that we were not used to seeing during 
the summer months. Additionally, buses tend to drive 
slower and will be driving through neighborhoods and city 
streets. Give yourself extra time to get to work as you may 
find yourself behind a school bus that is driving slower or 
may be stopped, picking up children. 

Risk Management Information (RMI) is active and has 
reached its two-year anniversary. Go to https://
afsas.safety.af.mil to sign up for an account.  

A monthly update of motorcycle mishaps that occurred throughout the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps.    
The reported data reflects the time period covered with exceptions noted. 

 
This report is based on preliminary information and is provided for hazard 

awareness and training purposes only. The Naval Safety Command recommends 
motorcycle safety representatives use this information for training and mentorship 

programs and forward to others who may have an interest. 

Obtain official mishap data from the Naval Safety Command 
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Marine Corps  

Rider fatalities this report: 1    
Rider fatalities for FY 22: 9 

Navy  

Rider fatalities this report: 1 
Rider fatalities for FY 22: 15 

Total mishaps this report: 25                  
Total fatalities this report: 2 

Fig. 2 
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Fatal Mishaps (All times local) 
 
Sept. 28, time NR, Age NR. E-3 
Location: Bluffton, South Carolina   
Remarks: Rider was heading back to Parris Island; while 
on Highway 170, a PMV-4 turned left in front of rider, 
resulting in hitting the rear passenger side of the PMV-4. 
Rider succumbed to injuries at the scene. 
 
Sept. 17, time NR, Age NR, E-2 
Location: Norfolk, Virginia  
Remarks: Rider succumbed to injuries in the hospital. 
 
Nonfatal Mishaps (All times local) 

 

Remarks: Rider crashed due to traffic avoidance. 
Transported to a local hospital and treated for concussion, 
abrasions and contusions. 
 
Sept. 21, 4:15 p.m., age NR, E-3 
Location:  Illinois 
Remarks: Rider lost control and struck the median wall. 
Rider was transported to a local hospital and treated for 
life-threatening injuries. 
 
Sept. 20, time NR, age NR, E-5  
Location: San Diego, California 
Remarks: Rider traveling home from work when a PMV-4 
pulled in front of the Rider, resulting in the Rider sliding 
under vehicle. The Rider was transported to a local 
hospital and treated for ankle sprains, strains, and 
contusions. 
 
Sept. 8, time NR, age NR, rank NR 
Location: NR 
Remarks: Rider crashed motorcycle and was transported 
to local hospital and treated for a fractured arm and lower 
back injury. 
 
Sept. 16, 11:15 a.m., 26-year-old E-5 
Location: Gales Ferry, Connecticut 
Remarks: Rider laid down the bike after a PMV-4 pulled 
out in front of the Rider. Rider was transported to local 
hospital and treated for a concussion and minor injuries.   
 
Sept. 16, 12 p.m., age NR, E-4  
Location:  San Diego, California  
Remarks: Rider was traveling home and took a wrong turn 
onto the interstate. Rider tried to exit quickly, lost control, 
and crashed. Rider was transported to a local hospital and 
was treated for a concussion and fractured C7 on the 
spine. 
 
Sept. 15, 12 p.m., age NR, E-4  
Location:  Yuma, Arizona  
Remarks: Rider pulled off the road when they noticed a 
nail in the tire. After assessing and deeming it safe to 
drive, the Rider rode back on to highway and was struck 
by a speeding PMV-4, causing rider to be ejected. Rider 
was transported to local hospital and treated for fractured 
vertebrae and surgery. 
 
Sept. 14, time NR, age NR E-7  
Location: Bath, Maine 
Remarks: Rider locked up their brakes and crashed after 
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Additional Motorcycle Rider Down Reports are available at 
navalsafetycommand.navy.mil/Resources/Motorcycle-Rider-Down-Reports-Newsletters 

Motorcycle Mishap Legend 

NR represents information not reported  

Red entries represent Marine Corps-specific mishaps 

Sept. 27, 5 p.m., 23-year-old E-4 
Location: Shimoizumi, Japan 
Remarks: Rider was cut off by a PMV-4, side-swiped the 
PMV-4, and crashed. Rider was transported to a local 
hospital and treated for a fractured right foot.  
 
Sept. 24, 3:45 p.m., age NR, E-5 
Location:  Virginia Beach, Virginia   
Remarks: Rider collided with a PMV-4 after the PMV-4 
ran a stop sign. Rider was transported to a local hospital 
and treated for a fractured collar and multiple minor 
injuries. 
 
Sept. 24, 6:25 p.m., age NR, rank NR 
Location: NR 
Remarks: Rider lost control on a curve from gravel/sand 
on the road. Rider was transported to a local hospital and 
was treated for a fractured thumb. 
 
Sept. 23, 8:30 p.m. age NR, rank E-3 
Location: Hardeeville, South Carolina  
Remarks: Rider struck a deer. Rider was transported to 
local hospital and treated for a contusion to the left 
shoulder and chest.  
 
Sept. 21, 10:35 a.m., age NR, rank NR 
Location: NR 

navalsafetycommand.navy.mil/Resources/Motorcycle-Rider-Down-Reports-Newsletters
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they were cut off by a PMV-4. Rider was transported to a 
local hospital and treated for a left knee and back injuries.   
 
Sept. 12, 5:50 a.m., age NR, E-8  
Location: Virginia Beach, Virginia  
Remarks: Rider was struck by a PMV-4 running a red 
light. Rider was transported to a local hospital and were 
treated for multiple contusions to the spine and rib cage. 
 
Sept. 12, 5 p.m., age NR, E-4  
Location: Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Remarks: Rider was traveling home from work when a 
PMV-4 rapidly pulled in front without signaling. Rider 
took evasive action, but laid the bike down. Rider was 
transported to a local hospital and treated for minor 
injuries.  
 
Sept. 10, time NR, age NR, E-4  
Location: Virginia Beach, Virginia  
Remarks: Rider lost control, hit the curb, and crashed. 
Rider was transported to a local hospital and treated for a 
fractured ankle.  
 
Sept. 10, time NR, age NR, E-3  
Location: Jones County, North Carolina 
Remarks: Rider fell off their motorcycle. Rider was 
transported to a local hospital receiving stitches in the 
right knee. 
 
Sept. 8, time NR, age NR, rank NR  
Location: NR 
Remarks: Rider was traveling to work when a PMV-4 
merged and hit the Rider. Rider was transported to a local 
hospital and were treated for a sprained ankle. 
 
Sept. 7, 5:15 p.m., age NR, E-6  
Location: Rainbow, California  
Remarks: Rider traveling home when a PMV-4 drove into 
the Rider’s lane and collided. Rider did not go to local 
hospital. 
 
Sept. 7, time NR, age NR E-7  
Location: Florida 
Remarks: Rider was struck by a PMV-4 that failed to stop 
at a red light, while commuting to work. Rider was 
transported to a local hospital and treated for multiple 
fractures and internal injuries. 

Sept. 2, time NR, age NR E-4  
Location: NR 
Remarks: Rider collided with a sign post while attempting 
to avoid a semi-truck that went into their lane. Rider was 
transported to local hospital via helicopter and treated for 
a displaced right patella.  

 
Sept. 1, time NR, age NR E-4  
Location: NR 
Remarks: Rider lost control of their PMV-2. Rider was 
transported to a local hospital and treated for a fractured 
leg. 
 
Sept. 1, time NR, age NR E-4  
Location: Carlsbad, California 
Remarks: Rider locked the front brakes while on the 
interstate and lost control. Rider was transported to a 
local hospital and were treated for minor abrasions. 
  
Sept. 1, time NR, age 25-year-old E-4  
Location: Virginia Beach, Virginia  
Remarks: Rider was riding on a local highway and 
initiated a gearshift which caused a loss of control of the 
bike and crashed.  Rider was transported to a local 
hospital and treated for fractured left hand and foot.  

Reports from last month: 

Aug. 30, 6:20 a.m., age NR E-6  
Location: Oceanside, California 
Remarks: Rider lost traction and crashed. Rider was 
transported to a local hospital and were treated for two 
fractured ribs on the left side, multiple laceration, and 
bruised knees. 

Aug. 29, 12:30 p.m., age NR E-6  
Location: Augusta, Georgia 
Remarks: Rider was struck by a vehicle leaving a parking 
lot. Rider was transported to a local hospital and were 
treated for a fractured right wrist. 

Aug. 28, 6:30 p.m., age NR E-5 
Location: Hampton, VA   
Remarks: Rider lost control after driving over a bump in 
the road. Rider was transported to local hospital and 
treated for a fractured wrist. 

Aug. 28, 9:20 p.m., age NR E-6 
Location: Hardeeville, South Carolina 
Remarks: Rider hit a curb in a private residence. Rider 
was transported to local hospital and treated for road rash 
and a fractured left tibia and femur. 

Aug. 28, 12 a.m., age NR E-4 
Location: Norco, California 
Remarks: Rider was lane splitting on the shoulder of a 
local highway to get to the on-ramp due to heavy traffic. A 
pickup truck cut off the Rider who swerved but hit the 
truck. Rider was transported to local hospital and treated 
for a broken left foot, three fractured left toes and 
fractured left knee. 
 
 


